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Data: 2 dialogues, 4 female speakers, ~ 2x10 mins unscripted speech (Spaniol et al. 2023)

Methods

Background: Spoken prosody & co-speech gesture highlight important information. New(er) information is 

typically made prominent through accentuation & gesture presence, while given information is attenuated 

and often deaccented (Baumann & Lorenzen 2024, Baills & Baumann 2025). However, most previous work is 

based on scripted and/or monologic speech.

➢ Referential givenness is expressed via pronouns, which are rarely accented or accompanied by gestures

➢ In unscripted speech, speakers generally do not rely on purely prosodic means to mark IS (in contrast to 

findings by Baumann & Lorenzen 2024, Baumann & Riester 2013 on scripted speech)

➢ Gesture occurrence is mostly determined by lexical form rather than function (N > ADJ/V > PRON)
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Conclusions

Dimension Annotations

Spoken prosody Pitch accent (PA) type & boundaries (GToBI, Grice et al. 2005)

Hand gestures Strokes & apices, referentiality (M3D, Rohrer et al. 2025)

Information status (IS) Referential & lexical IS (RefLex, Baumann & Riester 2013)

Part-of-speech Automatic POS tagging (Stanza, Qi et al. 2020)

Lexical IS marking
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